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Immigration and Homestead Act
The 1862’s Homestead Act came as a reprieve to many people across the world who were looking for opportunities in the west. The act was perhaps the genesis of the mass migration into the west. Immigration and Homestead Act are related because the introduction of the act made it possible for people moving into America to own land/homestead where they will carry out farming. The Homestead Act came as a reprieve to many people across the world who were looking forward to owning land and perhaps having a countryside home/farm or ranch. The policy makers identified agriculture as one of the basic pillars that could contribute to the development of the economy.
 In every sphere the act targeted foreign and perhaps local people who were landless yet they could contribute to the development of the economy through food production. As it was intended by the policy makers, Homestead Act became a reprieve to the many people who migrated to the US because it made it easy for them to settle.  Basically, the 40 million Americans of Irish decent migrated into the US during the time when the Homestead Act was operational ("Anniversary of the Irish Potato Famine," n.d.). Therefore, Homestead Act encouraged and facilitated the settlement of immigrants in the west. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The role of the potato as a push factor for the Irish immigrants into the west can be considered as a key. The dwindling fortunes from potato farming in Ireland and the subsequent deaths due to hanger pushed Irish people to look for other opportunities. The Irish farmers depended heavily on the potato farming as a commercial crop and as stable food. The Irish people experienced the worst form of hanger when their backbone, potato farming, was swept away by a fungal disease thus resulting in millions of deaths ("Homestead Act and Hard Times for Farmers," n.d.). The deaths of the Irish people due to the failure of their cash crop resulted in the mass exodus. 
There were many destinations that became the options of the Irish immigrants with the West and more specifically USA, becoming their most attractive option. The failure of the crop forced the survivors to look for other opportunities elsewhere because their lands, Irish potato farms, were no longer productive. The quest for new opportunities did not come easy either; some of the people went through difficult challenges. Some faced rejection, while others were subjected to servitude. The failure of the Irish potato not only led to starvation and death of the Irish people, but it also led to the near collapse of Irish economy. Many people were rendered jobless because the Irish potato plains were no longer productive. 
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